Palm Sunday: notes for reflection, sermon or homily
 

During Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem, palms waved and placed on the road were a sign of victory and recognition of Jesus’ royalty. Many Israelites pinned their hopes on a King Jesus who would restore national justice through military power.  However, Jesus enters into Jerusalem not on a war horse but rather a donkey, which symbolizes his commitment to non-violence as a way to achieve God’s reign of justice on earth.    

The world’s people, including most Christians, continue to put faith in violent and coercive force, a heresy somehow grafted onto the church under the emperor Constantine and strengthened through centuries of crusade, conquest and alliance with empire.  People acting in Jesus’ name continue killing, robbing and oppressing with all manner of lethal instruments, rather than risking violent reactions while doing good to and loving our enemies, as modeled and taught by Jesus.  

Today massive oil palm plantations in Colombia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines and elsewhere pave the way for further injustice. It pushes wealth concentration, corporations displacing thousands from their villages and farms, destroying native biodiversity.  We live in a world where such crimes pass as acceptable business practice. A world much like that of Jesus.
But that is not the whole story.  As Jesus remained steadfast in following God’s call to right relation, truth telling, and risking injury without ever causing it as means to achieve justice for the poor, so today there are those who follow that narrow path.  

In honoring Jesus’ courage, we can point to others who have acted in that spirit and suffered the consequences.  Argénito Diaz is one such man.  This leader organized for communities to return to lands from which they had been displaced, and that were subsequently taken over by oil palm companies in northwestern Colombia.  Argénito was gunned down in front of his wife and five other people on January 13 of this year.  He is one of over forty five Colombians killed since 2002 while trying to return to lands seized for Multinational Corporations.  
The witness and example of people like Argénito Díaz – whom people and powers that we associate with every day have killed in order to steal land, energy and wealth – lives on and empowers us to act in the power of Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  With a commitment sharpened by his example, let us defend life and the lands that God has allowed us to live on.

Let us declare no one is saved, and no one can ever be saved, as we have been led to believe, by the empire that persecutes Jesus in our name, and even in His name.  No.  The salvation that is within everyone’s grasp is being offered through the work of Jesus in those whom the empire continues, avidly, every day, to target for death. 

They declare with Isaiah, “I did not hide my face from the insult and spitting” (Is. 50:6*) by corporate dynasties and their client governments.  With the Psalmist, they cry, “I hear the whispering of many – terror all around! – as they scheme together against me, as they plot to take my life” (Ps. 31:13*).  And many are joining Jesus, humbling themselves and becoming obedient unto death (Php 2:8*), nailed to a cross through the palms.
*These are lectionary texts for Passion Sunday, often observed on the same Sunday as Palm Sunday.

